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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WAINFORD 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  1954 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wainford  Rural  District  Council 
Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1954?  during  which  year, 
until  10th  October,  Dr.  J.B.  Kershaw  was  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  rates  which  are  among  the  most  sensitive  indices  to  the  social 
conditions  of  an  area  ares- 

(1)  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  which  here  is  considerably  greater  than 

that  for  England  and  '.Tales. 

(2)  The  death  rate  of  children  aged  one  to  two  years  -  one  child  died  at 

two  years  of  pneumonia. 

(3)  The  death  rate  due  to  tuberculosis  -  nil  here  -  and  much  reduced  else¬ 

where. 

(4)  The  standardised  (adjusted)  death  rate  -  which  is  almost  the  same  here 

as  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

Regarding  the  other  statistics,  the  number  of  births  over  the  last  few  years 
has  remained  remarkably  constant. 

Infant  mortality  is  twice  the  preceding  year's  level,  half  the  deaths  being 
due  to  prematurity. 

The  number  of  deaths  has  increased  although  the  population  has  diminished. 

During  the  year,  an  outbreak  of  measles  occurred  -  a  fairly  large  number  of 
children  were  affected.  Measles  in  the  healthy  is  usually  a  mild  disease.  Its 
importance  is  in  the  poorly  nutritioned  child  who  tends  to  develop  complications. 

The  position  regarding  tuberculosis  did  not  improve  during  the  year  -  five 
new  cases  occurred^  two  cases  recovered.  It  is  a  matter  for  concern  that  the 
number  of  new  cases  is  not  diminishing  throughout  the  country,  although  with 
better  treatment,  the  mortality  has  decreased. 

Two  other  important  matters  occurred  in  1954s- 

(1)  On  July  1954  the  Government  control  of  slaughtering  ceased  and  private 
slaughtering  was  re-instituted.  During  the  transition  period,  the  Council  was 
required  to  see  that  sufficient  slaughtering  accommodation  was  available  for  the 
needs  of  the  district 5  a  survey  of  slaughterhouses  was  carried  out  and  con¬ 
sultations  with  the  o'rganisat ions  representing  farmers  and  meat  traders  were 
arranged. 

As  a  result  of  this  it  was  decided  that  no  slaughterhouses  were  required  in 
the  District. 

(2)  From  1st  October,  1954?  by  Government  order,  it  was  made  compulsory  to 
provide  caps  or  covers  overlapping  the  lips  of  containers  of  pasteurised  milk, 
and  also  milk  distributors  were  required  to  put  milk  which  is  pasteurised  into 
the  containers  in  which  it  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  consumer  at  the  premises 
at  which  it  is  pasteurised. 

These  measures  are  progressive  and  welcome. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area 

Registrar-General • s  estimate  of  population  (mid  1954) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  value 

Product  of  penny  rate 


44 » 871  acres 

6,830 

2,174 

£21,052 
£82  12s  5d 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  births 

63 

65 

128 

(illegitimate  births) 

(4) 

(4) 

(8)  included 
in  above 
figures 

Illegitimacy  Rate 

62  per 

1000  live 

births 

Illegitimacy  Rate  (England  and 

Wal e  s ) 

- 

46  per 

1000  live 

births 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

18.8 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1000  population 

=a 

20.9  (Comparability  factor  l.ll)s- 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

(England 

and  Wales) 

=3 

15.2 

Note  on  adjusted  birth  rate 

Local  birth  rates  are  usually 

expressed 

in 

terms  of  population. 

These 

populations  are  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  and  comprise  persons  of  all 
ages,  including  many  who  quite  obviously  have  no  influence  on  the  reproductive 
process.  These  latter  do  however  affect  the  birth  rate,  in  that  a  preponderance 
of  them  in  the  population  of  an  area  tends  to  lower,  and  a  small  proportion  of 
them  to  raise,  the  true  rate.  Considerable  variation  in  the  size  of  this  pro¬ 
portion  exists  in  different  areas  and  it  is  therefore  apparent  that  the  elimination 
or  standardisation  of  such  a  factor  enables  a  truer  comparison  between  areas. 


A  result  on  these  lines  is  obtained  through  the  issue  by  the  Registrar 
General  of  a  comparability  factor  for  each  area  for  use  with  birth  rates.  The 
adjusted  birth  rate  resulting  from  the  multiplication  of  the  crude  birth  rate  of 
an  area  by  its  comparability  factor  may  be  regarded  as  being  comparable  with  the 
adjusted  rate  of  any  other  area  or  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Hales. 


Males  Females  Total 


Still  Births  (legitimate) 

Rate  per  1000  Total  births  (live  and  still)  = 
Still  birth  rate  (England  and  Hales)  =- 


2-2 

15.4 

24.0  (per  1000  total  live 
and  still  births) 


Maternal  Mortality 


Nil 


Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age 
( Illegitimate) 


Mai e  s  Females 


3 


3 

(1) 


Total 


6 

(1) 


Infantile  mortality  rate  = 

Infantile  mortality  rate  (England  and  Hales) = 


46.9 

25-5  (lowest  ever  recorded 
in  England  and  Wales) 


Causes  of  Inf ant  Deaths 
1  female  at  12  hours 
1  male  at  4  days 

1  female  at  2  days 
1  male  at  3  months 

1  female  at  6  hours 
1  male  at  4  days 
Deaths 


from  Prematurity  (26  weeks  gestation) 

from  Erythroblastosis  foetal is  and  congenital  heart 
disease 

from  Prematurity  -  birth  weight  3  lbs.  5  ozs. 

from  convulsions  due  to  hyperpyrexia  due  to  pre¬ 
erupt  ive  stage  of  measles  (probably) 

from  Pulmonary  atelectasis  and  prematurity 

from  congenital  defect  of  heart 

Males  Females  Total 


Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes 
Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  death  rate 

Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  population 

(England  and  Wales) 


56  37  93 

I. 3.6 

II. 4  (comparability  factor  O.84) 
11.3 


Note ;  This  comparability  factor  is  obtained  and  used  on  similar  principle 
to  that  for  comparability  factor  for  Births. 
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Causes  of  death 

Mai  e  s 

Females 

Total 

Measles 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm  lung,  bronchus 

4 

- 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm  breast 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm  uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

5 

1 

6 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 

8 

9 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

ll 

5 

16 

Other  heart  disease 

17 

13 

30 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

4 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

3 

— 

3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

— 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

3 

6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  accidents 

2 

56 

37 

2 

93 

Notes  The  influenza  case  developed  myocardial  failure* 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Population 

1949 

6859 

1950 

7058 

i25L 

7110 

i252 

6940 

1953 

7025 

1254 

6830 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

2585 

2029 

2058 

2151 

2201 

2174 

Number  of  live  births 

140 

128 

133 

124 

129 

128 

Birth  rate  (crude) 

20.4 

18.3 

17.3 

17.9 

16. 9 

18.8 

Number  of  still  births 

2 

3 

4 

3 

3 

2 

Maternal  mortality 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Infant  mortality  rate 
(Number  of  deaths) 

14.3 

(2) 

39-0 

(3) 

22.5 

(3) 

24.2 

(3) 

23.2 

(3) 

46.9 

(6) 

Number  of  deaths  (all  ages) 

83 

76 

76 

92 

73 

.  93 

Death  rate  (crude) 

12.1 

10.8 

10.7 

13.3 

10.4 

13»  6 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  following  notifications  of 
years- 

infectious  disease  were  received  during  the 

Males  Females  Total 

Scarlet  fever 

4 

5 

9  • 

Whooping  cough 

11 

11 

22 

Measles 

79 

87 

166 

Acute  Pneumonia 

3 

5 

8 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

4 

4 

210 

Scarlet  fever 

Scarlet  Fever  mainly  occurred 

in  the 

St.  Cross 

!,  St. 

James 

area. 

Measles 

The  Measles  outbreak  occurred 
and  April)  and  was  distributed 

mainly 
over  a 

in  the  early  part  of 
.  wide  area. 

the  year 

(March 

Pneumonia 

The  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  of 
occurred  in  the  first  quarter 

varied 
of  the 

.  ages, 
year. 

Over 

50  per 

cent  of 

the  cases 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

These  cases  were  again  distributed,  over  a  wide  area  -  Ilket shall  St.  Andrew, 
Flixton,  St.  James  and  Holton. 


-  3  - 


Piptharla  Immunleatien 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  7/ainfords- 

During  1954?  102  primary  immunisations  were  carried  out  by  the  general 
practitioners. 

The  ages  of  the  children  immunised  are  as  follows 


Children  born  in 

1954 

— 

17 

immunised 

tt  !T  If 

1953 

«■ « 

68 

tt 

tt  tr  tf 

1952 

.  — 

9 

tt 

IT  t!  T! 

1951 

— 

2 

tt 

It  II  tf 

1950 

— 

2 

tt 

tt  tr  tr 

1949 

— 

1 

t! 

ti  ii  tr 

1948 

— 

1 

tt 

fi  tt  ii 

1947 

- 

tt 

it  ii  tt 

1946 

— 

1 

tt 

Over  school  age 

— 

1 

tt 

During  1954  48  Booster 

doses  were 

given. 

The  importance  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  to  be  stressed,  as 
although  there  is  a  much  less  incidence,  it  still  does  occur,  and  will  increase 
if  immunisation  is  not  carried  out  on  a  big  enough  scale. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  can  be  carried  out  by 
three  injections  (one  at  monthly  intervals)  of  the  one  material  and  gives  little 
or  no  ill-effects.  It  can  be  started  at  age  3-4  months. 

Vaccination  is  still  recommended  in  all  infants,  particularly  the  males. 
With  new  technique,  there  should  be  no  harmful  effects  to  the  child. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Males 

Pulm.  Non- 
Pulm. 


Females 
Pulm.  Non- 
Pulm. 


Total 


Number  of  cases  on  register  at 
beginning  of  year  11  5 

Number  of  cases  added  during  year  1  2 

Number  of  cases  removed  during  year  1  - 

Number  of  cases  on  register  at  end  of 
year  11  7 


4  6 

1  1 

2  2 

3  5 


Additions  to  the  Register 
Removals  from  the  Register 


5  new  cases 

Recovered  -  2s 

Moved  to  other  Districts 


26 

5 

5 

26 


3. 


Comparable  figures  with  my  other  authorities,  at  31st  December  1954 


Population 

Number 

of  cases 

Cases  per 

Pulm.  Non-Pulm. 

Total 

1000  population 

Beccles  M.B. 

7050 

25 

14 

39 

5.5 

Blyth  R.D. 

19,400 

58 

21 

79 

4.1 

Bungay  U. D. 

3530 

26 

9 

35 

9.9 

Halesworth  U.D. 

2270 

14 

3 

17 

7-5 

Leiston-cum-Sizewell  U.D. 

4130 

20 

5 

25 

6.1 

Wainford  R.D. 

6830 

14 

12 

26 

3*8 

FOOD  POISONING 

No  case  of  this  was  notified  during  bh:  year. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

During  the  year  12  samples  of  milk  were  taken  Oj  the  County  Council  Public  Health 
Department  and  tested  for  quality.  5  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  "Appeal  to 
cow"  samples  showed  natural  deficiencies.  The  vendor  was  warned. 

10  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  biological  testing.  1  was  found  to  contain 
brucella.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  milk  to  be  pasteurised. 

3  samples  of  food  and  drugs  other  than  milk  were  taken  and  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


P.G.  CANNON 


September,  1955 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 


WAINFORD 
ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  1954 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wainford  Rural  District  Council 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  ■with  pleasure  I  present  my  Jth  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  Wainford  Rural  District,  for  the  year  1954* 

■  By  the  time  this  Report  is  in  print  I  shall  have  left  the  service  of  the 
Council  and,  therefore,  I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  for 
their  interest  and  support  during  my  term  of  office. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W. A.  COLLINS 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS 
New  Buildings 

The  Council  completed  12  new  dwellings  during  the  year  1954*  16  houses  were 

built  by  private  enterprise. 

Requisi t i one d  Property 
Number  of  families  in  houses 
Number  of  families  in  emergency  hutments 2 
At  December,  1953 
At  December,  1954?- 

Ellough  Airfield  18 

Holton  Airfield  9 

Flixton  Airfield  2 

Condemned  Property 
Number  of  vacant  condemned  houses 
Number  of  occupied  condemned  houses 
Number  of  vacant  condemned  properties  demolished 
Number  of  houses  earmarked  for  future  action  under 
demolition  procedure 

Improvement  Grants 
Number  of  formal  applications 
Number  approved 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Quantity 

The  underground  sources  available  were  normal  during  the  year  except  for 
four  wells  and  one  spring  in  the  vicinity  of  the  main  pumping  station  at 
Barsham  during  the  autumn. 

Qual ity 

(a)  Chemical  and  microscopical 

One  sample  was  submitted  to  the  analyst  from  the  shallow  well  supplying 
eight  Council  houses  at  Barsham. 

A  copy  of  tho  report  is  attached  to  this  Annual  Report. 

One  sample  was  submitted  to  the  Bacteriologist  from  the  bore  hole  supplying 
piped  water  at  All  Saints,  the  report  being  as  followss- 

"The  centrifugal  deposit  showed  a  moderate  number  of  iron  bacteria 
and  algae  were  also  present". 


16 

11 


15 

31 

5 

318 


1 

48 

29 


(b)  Special  chemical  examination  for  the  presence  of  nitrates 

The  now  established  routine  of  sampling  well  waters  for  the  prevention  of 
cyanosis  in  infants  produced  the  following  results s- 

Safe  16?  Doubtful  10s  Unsafe  3?  Dangerous  2s 

( c)  Bacteriological 

Thirty  six  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Norwich,  of  which  nine  were  reported  on  adversely  from  the 
following  sources s- 

Private  wells  4  Public  wells  1 

Piped  water  4 

Three  of  the  four  suspicious  piped  water  samples  were  from  Barsham  Council 
houses  but  the  chemical  examination  confirmed  that  the  water  was  safe.  The 
fourth  suspicious  case  upon  re-sampling  proved  satisfactory. 

The  one  suspicious  sample  from  a  public  well  was  from  the  dug  well  at 
Brampton  Street. 

Piped  Supplies 

From  information  supplied  by  the  Engineer  &  Surveyor  it  is  reported  that 
nineteen  miles  of  distribution  mains  were  laid  in  the  Parishes  of  All  Saints, 
Rumburgh,  St.  James,  St.  Margaret  Ilket shall,  St.  Lawrence,  ¥esthall  and 
Worlingham.  In  addition  the  water  tower  at  Shadingfield,  for  Zone  V,  was 
virtually  completed  together  with  three  and  a  half  miles  of  8"  pumping  main 
thereto  but  was  not  in  service  as  the  Barsham  Pumping  station  was  not  in 
commission  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number  of  dwellings  supplied  with  piped  water ? - 


Parish 

Private 

Public  Standpipe 

All  Saints 

18 

14 

Barsham 

10 

Blyford 

37 

Flixton 

41 

Holton 

164 

Mettingham 

16 

Re di sham 

13 

5 

Rumburgh 

28 

55 

St.  Cross 

38 

St.  Lawrence 

24 

6 

St.  Margaret  South  Elmham 

31 

Homersf ield 

42 

St.  Peter 

9 

Shipmeadov/ 

8 

Sotherton 

22 

Sp exhall 

7  • 

17 

Wissett 

14 

Westhall 

42 

Willingham 

18 

Worlingham 

81 

Private  Water  Works 

663 

97 

Ellough  Airfield 

26 

689 

97 

Number  of  nev/  consumers 

42 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

No  public  sewers  were  laid. 

A  sewage  treatment  plant  for 

sixteen  Council 

houses  at  Brampton  was  com- 

pleted.  A  pump  house  and  filter 

bed  was  constructed  for  the  eight  Council 

houses  at  Sotherton  to  purify  the 

existing  septic 

tank  effluent. 

Schemes  of  sev/erage  are  contemplated  in  the 

Parishes  of  Ringsfield  and 

Worlingham  and  discussions  have  taken  place  with 

the  various  interested  partie 

-  2 


It  is  unfortunate  that  owing  to  the  limitations  of  the  Water  and  Sewerage 
Act  it  is  not  possible  to  anticipate  nuisances  or  conditions  prejudicial  to  health 
by  constructing  sewerage  schemes  before  the  laying  of  water  mains.  Hence 
abortive  expenditure  takes  place  by  private  owners  on  drainage  and  sewage  disposal 
which  becomes  redundant  if  and  when  main  drainage  schemes  materialise.  In 
certain  circumstances  the  sanitary  authorities  may  also  have  to  set  up  a  costly 
cesspool  emptying  service  to  cover  the  period  between  the  laying  of  water  mains 
and  the  construction  of  main  drainage. 

In  the  absence  of  zoning  for  new  houses  under  planning  control,  the  policy 
of  allowing  sporadic  development  will  aggravate  the  existing  problem  of  sewage 
disposal  in  time,  so  that  a  costly  cesspool  emptying  service  will  become  necessary 
to  combat  the  pollution  of  ditches  and  the  nuisance  from  full  cesspools,  because, 
although  a  piped  water  supply  is,  or  will  be,  available  to  isolated  properties 
it  is  submitted  that  the  connection  of  such  properties  to  main  drainage  will  be 
an  economic  impossibility. 

RODEHT  CONTROL 

The  inspection  and  treatment  of  premises  was  carried  out  satisfactorily  by 
the  Council’s  Rodent  Operative.  During  the  year  a  Ford  5  cwt .  van  was  purchased 
by  the  Council  and  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  rodent  operative. 


Monthly  inspections  of  the  Council's  refuse  tips  were  made  and  favourable 
results  obtained  with  warfarin  blood  anti-coagulant  which  practically  eliminates 
bait  shyness  when  correctly  used  and  hence  can  be  used  continuously  if  required* 


The  foil or 

:ing  is  a  summary  of 

the  work  done 

(financial  year 

ended  31st  March, 

1955):- 

notifications 

Inspections 

Infestations 

Treatments 

Dwellings 

14 

1,144 

759 

759 

Farms 

6 

73 

27 

27 

Other 

5 

19 

12 

12 

MEAT,  MILK  AHD 

OTHER  FOODS 

Humber  of 

retail  food  shops 

27 

Humber  of  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of 
sausages  and  meat  products  1 

Humber  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  prepacked  ice  cream  5 

Humber  of  butchers  shops  (pork)  1 

Humber  of  producer/retailers  registered  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  20 

Humber  of  retail  milk  dealers  registered  with  premises  in  the 
District  2 

Humber  of  retail  milk  distributors  registered  with  premises  outside 
the  District  5 

Humber  of  licencees  for  sale  of§- 

Pasteurised  milk  5 

Tuberculin  Tested  milk  5 

Humber  of  new  bans  issued  on  sale  of  raw  milk  found  to  be  infected  Hil 

Humber  of  bans  lifted  on  sale  of  raw  milk  Hil 

Humber  of  bans  remaining  in  force  9 

Humber  of  herds  discovered  producing  tuberculous  milk  Hil 

Humber  of  herds  discovered  producing  brucella  infected  milk  Hil 

REFJSE  COLLECT I OH  ADD  DISPOSAL 

Ho  change  occurred  in  the  arrangements  under  which  a  fortnightly  roadside 
collection  is  made  by  contract  in  30  parishes  on  fixed  days  and  weekly  back  door 
collection  in  the  remaining  3  parishes. 

BURIALS  -  SECTIOH  30,  HAT I OPAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Ho  cases  were  dealt  with. 

FACTORIES 


Humber  on  register  10 
Humber  of  inspections  16 
Humber  of  written  Hotices  2 
Humber  of  outworkers  1 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Statutory  duties 

House -to -house  inspection  90 

Complaints  66 

Re-inspections  l8l 

Water  134 

Food  Shops  18 

Meat  4 

Milk  16 

Ice  Cream  1 

Rodent  Control  41 

Factories  16 

Dustbins  17 

Drainage  32 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  41 

De-housing  enquiries  24 

Caravans  3 

Miscellaneous  43 

Other  duties 

New  building  1 

Improvement  Grants  58 

Sewage  treatment  (Council  houses)  90 

Emergency  housing  (Maintenance)  102 

Petroleum  Storage  19 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  AS  A  RESULT  OF  ENFORCEMENT  ACTION 

Number  of  premises  repaired  or  at  which  nuisances 
were  abated  18 

Number  of  premises  supplied  with  piped  water 

After  informal  notice  5 

After  statutory  notice  3 

Number  of  premises  provided  with  dustbins  4 


June,  1955 


/copy 


LINCOLNE  SUTTON  AND  WOOD  CLARENCE  HOUSE 

6,  CLARENCE  ROAD 
NORWICH 

Cert-  No.  1105  E  22nd  February,  1954 


CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS 


OF  WATER 


Sample  received  from  Wainford  R.D.C. 

Marked  40*  well,  4  Council  Houses,  Bars ham 

Late  Received  17th  February,  1954 

Appearance  when  received  Clear 

Nature  of  Deposit  N il 

Colour  Nil  Odour  Nil 

Reaction  Pract.  neutral  pH  7*3  Taste  Satisfactory 


RESULTS  OF 

Ammonia cal  nitrogen 
Nitrate  nitrogen 
Chlorine  as  chlorides 


CHEMICAL 

0.02 

15 

36 


ANALYSIS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 

Albuminoid  nitrogen  0.02 

Nitrite  nitrogen  Nil 

^ 


OPINION 


This  water  is  of  very  good  organic  quality,  and  the  chemical  analysis 
as  a  whole  does  not  suggest  that  serious  pollution  is  occurring.  On  the 
chemical  evidence  alone,  we  should  bo  reasonably  confident  that  this  water  is 
fit  for  drinking  purposes.  If  the  coliform  organisms  found  on  various 
occasions  during  the  last  six  months  are  of  non-faecal  types,  we  would  suggest 
that  the  water  should  be  regarded  as  fit  for  drinking  purposes,  but  that  further 
bacteriological  samples  should  be  taken  at  intervals.  If,  however,  faecal 
types  of  coliform  organisms  are  present,  this  would  suggest  that  slight 
pollution  is  reaching  the  well  from  the  effluent  which  is  known  to  be  dis¬ 
charged  nearby.  In  any  event,  it  is  clearly  undesirable  that  a  well  should 
be  sited  so  near  to  a  point  where  a  sewage  effluent  is  discharged. 

Signed  ERIC  C.  WOOD 


for  Lincolne  Sutton  and  Wood 


■ 


